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Richard Neutra-Van der Leeuw (VDL) Research House II

• Richard Neutra’s VDL Research House II, completed in 1966, was built 
after a fire destroyed most of VDL Research House I (1932.)

• The Garden House and basement of VDL I survived the fire.
• VDL II was rebuilt from the ground up by Richard Neutra and son Dion. 

VDL II followed original footprint, but was significantly redesigned.
• Site of the Neutra practice (VDL I) and personal residence (VDL I & II.)
• Unquestioned importance as world-class architectural resource.
• House was deeded to Cal Poly Pomona Foundation upon Neutra widow

Dione’s death in 1990.  Bequest included a $100,000 endowment, 
which is now insufficient.

• VDL II declared City Historical Cultural Monument #640
• House found eligible to the California Register of Historical Resources.
• Currently working on application to National Register of Historic Places.



Richard Neutra-Van der Leeuw (VDL) Research 
House I (1932-1963)



Richard Neutra-Van der Leeuw (VDL) Research 
House II (1966-Present)







Academic Significance

• College of Environmental Design oversees use and care of the house.
• A faculty member appointed to be Resident Director, lives in the garden house.
• As of October 2007, ENV faculty have a) stabilized the house, b) made the 

house accessible to the public through tours, and c) redirected efforts at fund-
raising and preservation.

• Professional programs (architecture, landscape architecture, and urban and 
regional planning) use VDL for teaching, research and scholarly events.

• VDL plays a critical role in Architecture Dept’s historic preservation program
• Current use of house by Architecture program: 

• Research on Richard Neutra’s legacy as an environmental designer
• Research into sustainability
• Research into historic preservation of Modernist buildings.
• Interpretation of the Neutra legacy and the design of the house by 

architectural student docents, who give tours of the house.



Stabilization Efforts

Extensive repair to garden house:
- plaster/paint  throughout
- electrical work
- new floors throughout
- new energy efficient water 
heater.

Other:
- address damaged tree
- build gates, add security 
lighting, new locks
- tarp all roofs that have water 
leakage
- coordinate volunteers to 
clean house, plant garden.



Neutra VDL Tours

Conducted by Cal Poly Pomona 
architecture students.

Every Saturday from 11am to 3pm.

$10 entry fee

Average 40-60 visitors per week.



Neutra VDL Tours

Over 1,000 visitors have come 
through the house.

Have raised over $10,000  from 
tours alone.

In addition, over 40 tours by 
appointment given to larger 
groups such as design firms, and 
to college students from local, 
national & international landscape 
and architectural programs.



Neutra VDL Events

Accreditation and Friends 
of Architecture Receptions

VDL Fundraisers:
- April 26
- June 7 (SAH/SCC)
- July 17 (de Lab)

Cultural Events:
- May 20 (Green LA)

Student Design Reviews

Neutra Award Reception



Promotional Activities

VDL Research House -
Richard Neutra`s Studio and 
Residence - 2-Disc Set (DVD) 

New Neutra VDL Website:
- history
- fundraising activity
- event info
- tour info
- photos/plans

Postcards, posters, event 
invitations.



Press since October 2007

KCRW Frances Anderton, 
May 20 2008.

NY Times, May 1 2008.

Los Angeles Confidential 
Magazine, May 2008. 

Dwell Neutra, April 25 2008.

Channel 4, KNBC, April 25 2008.

Los Angeles, April 17 2008.

The Cal Poly Post, April 1 2008.

Archinect, Mar 17 2008. 



Neutra VDL Teaching

Drawing Classes

Case-study Analysis

VDL Tour Class, and 
student field trips 

Environmental Research
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• >>{test}     indoor & outdoor temperature



• Conducting assessment of major building systems by qualified 
professional within ENV faculty

• Determined structural integrity is NOT an issue (see letter from  
Prof. Gary McGavin.)

• Developed a program of repairs in accordance to the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards.

• Planned a two-year schedule for first phase repairs
• Received preliminary cost estimates

Physical State of the VDL House



Letter from Gary McGavin

“As the Governor’s appointee to 
the California Seismic Safety 
Commission for Architecture, I 
am accustomed to reviewing 
properties for structural safety. 
This house does not in my 
opinion appear to present any 
undue immediate danger to our 
students, staff or the public”

“This house has provided 
immeasurable benefits to our 
students since 1979.”



Roofing: Bancroft Construction, Inc. estimate dated July 01, 2008 (1)
Phase by year Year 01 Year 2 Total

Option 1: Re-roof main house $28,750
Option 2: Re-roof detached house and carport $21,500
Option 3: Main house re-slope roof if desired (not required) $0 0
Option 4: Perimeter sheet metal flashing $12,120 12,120
Option 5: Detached house and carport sheet metal 18,420

Total roofing repairs by year $40,870 $52,040 $92,910

Electrical M.A. Electric Company estimate dated June 26, 2008

Electrical work in all areas of main house. See below. $6,000 0 $6,000

Misc Repairs Miscellaneous repairs over two years

Patch and paint where needed
Adjust, re-hang, repair sliding glass doors.
Carpentry repair as needed $5,000 $5,000 $10,000

Total Repairs by year 51,870 57040
Repairs total for two years (3) 108,910

First Phase Repair Program



Agreement between Dr. Neutra and President Ortiz

“In October 2008 we will 
meet to determine whether 
you have raised the $30,000 
to cover this year and next 
year’s maintenance.”

Since October 2007, efforts 
have raised over $45,000.



Fundraising Activities

$44,825 as of 7/13/2008



• Dr. Neutra, President Ortiz and Dean Hanna are hastily drafting documents 
enabling the transfer of title of the property to a private party in direct 
disregard for faculty and student interests.

• Fundraising activities have yielded $45,000 costs for next 2-years, $15,000 
above amount stated as required by president Ortiz in his letter to 
Raymond Neutra. There is reason to believe significant more funds will be 
raised by the initial October deadline.

• Faculty have met with contractor’s and have developed a phased approach 
for house repairs.

• Faculty have created a number of classes to involve students in research 
activities and participation in house tours.

• Faculty have opened house to the public for tours and other cultural events.
• Faculty have taken significant steps to repair garden house and to stabilize 

VDL II house.

Why the Rush to Transfer Ownership of the House? 



• Dr. Neutra, Dean Hanna and President Ortiz are colluding to deprive the 
University, ENV Faculty, and students of an essential and defining 
education resource.

• Ongoing negotiations to draft enabling title transfer document with the un-
named entity are proceeding at a fast pace while ENV faculty are on 
summer break.

• The administration and the ENV Dean have allowed one faculty to attend 
meetings.  Dr. Lauren Weiss Bricker has been given no explicit power of 
negotiation and is the subject of coercive and intimidating tactics.

• Draft agreement is vague and does not provide long-term assurances of 
faculty access.

• Faculty was not consulted in the drafting of the letter of agreement

Lack of Faculty Input and Representation  



Damage to University Prestige:
• Loss of a valued teaching resource and venue
• Damage to Alumni and Donor relations
• Damage to national and international prestige

Damage to Professional Programs in ENV College:
• Future architecture program accreditation compromised
• Difficulty to attract new faculty in the wake of the loss of the house.
• Damage to hard-won national ranking and prestige
• Enduring damage to academic cooperation and goodwill.

Damage to Cal Poly Pomona Neutra Award  
This significant award, given to internationally acclaimed designers, will 
be compromised with loss of the house.

Damage to Cal Poly University 



Letters of Support: Office of Historic Preservation 

“It is a rare asset for a public 
university to own an important 
historic building and for that 
resource to be integral to its 
educational mission.”

“…All of these opportunities 
could be lost if ownership of the 
property were to be transferred 
to a private non-profit.”



Letters of Support: LA Conservancy

“The recent appointment of a 
new director and the agreement 
reached with Friends of VDL has 
galvanized the faculty in 
maximizing the educational 
potential of the house…”

“We urge the university to 
uphold its earlier commitment to 
retain ownership of the VDL 
Research House at least until 
December 2009 to allow 
fundraising to continue.”



Letters of Support: National Trust

“The National trust for Historic 
Preservation commends Cal 
Poly Pomona for not only its 
outstanding contributions to 
preservation education but for 
its stewardship of Richard 
Neutra’s VDL Research House in 
Los Angeles.”

“…We urge you and the 
university to uphold the earlier 
commitment to retain 
ownership…”



When Mrs. Dione Neutra generously bequeathed the VDL House to the 
Cal Poly Pomona Foundation she understood that this public 
university was the most deserving and the most capable entity to
manage the Neutra VDL Complex. 

Mrs. Neutra understood the value in donating this important house to 
an institution that would use the house as a research and educational 
tool, and that would guarantee its access to the public.

In transferring the VDL House into private hands the University will 
have failed in its obligation to Mrs. Neutra, to Cal Poly Pomona
faculty, students and alumni, and to the public at large.

Cal Poly Pomona’s Commitment to Neutra VDL
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